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Assessment

To do

• Take a minimum of five 
photographs of different subjects.

• Save these photos to your student 
drive.

• Forward you best three photos to 
your TY Coordinator for 
assessment.

• The top three photos from all the 
photos taken will be chosen by 
myself. 



Google Photos

Google Photos

Google Photos is cloud storage for 
you photos.

All your photos are backed up safely, 
organised and labeled 
automatically, so you can find them 
fast, and share them how you like.

You can also edit your photos and 
add effects.



Google Photos



Class Notes: 
www.kevinlangan.ie/comp

Software: Google Photos

http://www.kevinlangan.ie/comp
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Types of Cameras



Types of cameras

• Most cameras can be grouped into four main types: Digital SLR (DSLR), compact (point-and-
shoot), bridge cameras, and camera phones. 

   DSLR          Mirrorless Cameras 

                 Compact                                                    Phone Camera



Camera Phone – advantages and disadvantages

Pros: 
• Very portable 
• You always have it on you 
• The more modern phones have good image 

quality and better lenses 
• Lots of apps to edit and share photos - 

Instagram 
• Attachable lens available - Lens has its own 

sensor, battery and memory - photos get 
transferred to the camera

Cons: 
• Not as many features and options as other 

types of cameras 
• Image quality not as good as other 

cameras 
• May not have a flash 
• Small Sensor 
• Doesn’t work as well in low light conditions. 



DSLR (Digital Single Lens Reflex) – advantages and disadvantages

Pros: 

• Good image quality esp. full-frame 

• Ability to switch lenses and change 
settings manually giving you more control 
over your photography 

• Large sensor allows for good photos in low 
light conditions 

• Can attach a Flash Gun

Cons: 
• More expensive 
• Less portable than other types 
• More difficult to learn how to use 
• You may need to buy additional lenses to 

get the most out of the camera



Camera Phones
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Image Size / Resolution

Image Size 

Most phones allow you to change 
the size of the image recorder 
(Picture Size /Photo Size).  

This function will be in the settings 
function of your phone (Wheel 
symbol) 

For best results set the Photo Size 
to the largest setting.



Camera Phones

Aspect Ratio 
(width of an image 
to its height) 

Leave the aspect 
ratio at 4:3 not 
16:9 

Change the Aspect 
Ratio in the 
settings.
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Camera Phones

How to Focus 

Drag the bracket to set the 
focus point and the camera 
will automatically set the 
exposure. 

Taking Photo: Tap the 
camera button to take a 
photo
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Camera Phones

Digital Zoom is Bad 

Your camera phone has fixed 
optics. It doesn’t have a zoom 
lens.  

Instead, you have a digital zoom, 
which you should almost never 
use. 

A digital zoom merely blows up 
the pixels instead of capturing 
finer details. 

The result of using digital zoom is 
poor image quality.
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http://www.pcworld.com/article/116802/digital_focus_digital_zooms_ugly_little_secret.html


Camera Phones

Adjusting Brightness 

To adjust the exposure manually, your 
phone may have a slider or 
EV(exposure value)control to adjust 
brightness.  

This is a manual override of the 
cameras light meter which calculates 
how bright to take the picture. 

Note: When you think the images your 
about to take looks too dark. 
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Camera Phones

Camera Flash 

Smartphone LED flash is a 
handy device for low light 
situations. 

You can also use in in daylight 
to fill-in shadows and give 
more professional looking 
portraits.  
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Flash settings – Force Flash On / Fill Flash

Fill Flash 

Use your flash even in daylight to 
fill-in shadows.  

This is especially important when 
your subject has their back to 
the sun. 

⏎



Camera Phones

White Balance 

White Balance is a function that 
try to eliminated funny colour 
casts from your photos. 

Auto usually works fine, but in 
artificial light it can encounter 
problems. 

Switch to Tungsten (incandescent) 
if under a normal light bulb and 
Fluorescent if under fluorescent 
lighting. 

Note: Not all camera software on a 
phone have this function 
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Camera Functions & Features



Function & Features of a Digital Camera



Focusing

The Shutter Button 

Two stage shutter button.  

Press the button halfway down and your 
camera will lock in the focus and 
exposure settings.   

The camera will beep to indicate that it 
is ready and then fully press the button. 

If you simply press the shutter button 
down at once, your camera won’t have 
time to make adjustments and your photo 
could come out blurry, too dark or too 
light. 



Camera Zoom Feature

Camera Zoom 

If your camera has a zoom lens, then you 
can control the zoom using the W (wide 
angle) and T (telephoto) buttons or a dial 
(depending on camera model). 

The zoom on your camera allows you to 
get in closer to far away objects. 

The zoom magnification on you camera be 
listed as a number and an “X”, such as 3X 
or 10X. 

A larger number signifies a stronger 
magnification.



Recording modes

Camera Modes

Your camera will have a range of Recording 
Modes (shooting modes) to choose to record 
pictures and video.  

Fully Auto Mode: Just turn it on, set it to the 
automatic mode and just Point and Shoot 
and the camera will do the rest.

Scene Modes: Most cameras will have range 
of Scene Modes for you to choose when 
photographing in different situations. These 
might include Portrait, Landscape, Sports, 
Night Portrait etc. 

Record Mode Button 

↵



Scene Modes

These camera setting are programmed 
into the camera so the photographer 
only has to select the pre-set and 
several settings are changed at once 
to suit what you are photographing.

The most common pre-set modes 
are:

• Portrait

• Landscape

• Sports/Action

• Night/Portrait



Scene Modes

Portrait 

camera will select a shallow focus, 
ensuring your subject is the only 
thing in focus and is therefore the 
centre of attention in the photo. 

Portrait mode works best when you 
are photographing a single subject.  

Get in close to the subject so you 
are only photographing the head and 
the shoulders. 
 



Scene Modes

Landscape Mode 

This mode is the exact opposite to 
portrait mode in that the camera 
try’s to get everything in focus. 

This mode is particularly useful for 
photographing landscapes, but can 
also be used when photographing 
other situations when you want to get 
sharp focus thorough the picture.



Scene Modes

Sports Mode 

Sports Mode is designed for 
photographing fast moving 
subjects.  

As the name suggests this mode is 
good for photographing sporting 
events, but can also be used 
when you want to freeze moving 
objects like something falling or 
moving water.  



Flash Settings – Red Eye Reduction

Red-Eye Reduction 

If you are photographing 
in low light turn on your 
red-eye reduction feature 
on your camera. 

This will help to eliminate 
red-eye.



Holding your Camera Correctly  



Holding your Camera Correctly

To stabilise you camera:

1. Hold it in both hands

2. Bring your elbows in by your sides 
for support

3. Bring the camera closer to you 
face, not extended away from you

4. Your feet should be shoulder 
width apart with your left foot to 
the front to provide stability

5. Look for extra stability by leaning 
against a solid object, this will 
dramatically decrease movement 



Composition



Grid Display to help Compose your Image

Grid 

Turn on the good feature on your 
camera if it has it.  

Some camera phones will also have 
this function. 

This divides the frame into nine 
equal parts with four intersections.  

This grid is based on a compositional 
rule called the ‘Rule of Thirds’. This 
grid will also help you line-up your 
subject to get absolute horizontal 
and spot-on vertical. 



Grid Display to help Compose your Image

Architecture 

When photographing buildings it is 
very important to make sure the 
edges of your photo line-up with the 
vertical and horizontal  lines of the 
building. 
Horizon Line 

When photographing scenes where the 
horizon is visible it is essential to 
have the horizon parallel to the 
horizontal lines on your grid display.  

By aligning the horizon to the 
horizontal lines you will create a more 
harmonious image and will take 
attention away from the horizon line 
and onto your main subject.



Whats in the Background



Keep the Background Simple

Keep the Background Simple 

Don’t just concentrate on your 
subject, look at the background 
too.  

Try and keep your photos simple 
and if you can eliminate 
unwanted clutter. 

Photographing against a simple 
background. 



Background

Uncluttered backgrounds work best for 
portrait photography.  

Keep unwanted elements behind the 
subject to a minimum if it can be avoided. 


This can be achieved by:


• changing your angle of view 

• moving the subject away from 
unwanted background elements




Simple Background
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Camera Orientation



Orientation in Photography

Horizontal Orientation is 
referred in photography to 
‘landscape’. 

Vertical Orientation is 
referred to as ‘portrait’. 



Camera Orientation

Some subject matter and/or 
photographic elements can be 
shot in a much more attractive 
manner by merely switching from 
a horizontal to a vertical 
format.  

Rule 

A simple rule to follow here is, if 
your subject matter is vertical 
then shoot in ‘portrait’ mode. 

 If your subject is horizontal then 
shoot in ‘landscape mode’.



Orientation



Camera Orientation – Landscape 

When photographing a landscape 
you don’t have to automatically 
stay in ‘landscape’ orientation. 
There is no given rule on this, it 
really depends on the elements 
in front of you. 

This photo of a lake was best 
captured in ‘portrait’ orientation 
because there was interesting 
elements in the foreground that 
made for a more balanced 
composition.   



Watch Edges of the Frame



Watch the edges of the frame

Take the time to run a quick look 
around all edges of your frame 
before you take a picture.  

Watch for lines going out the 
corners of the photo and small 
items located near the edges of 
the frame as distractions from the 
main subject. 



Get in Close - Fill the Frame



Get in Close - Fill the Frame

A great way to dramatically 
improve your photography is to fill 
the frame with your subject. 

By moving in closer your subject 
you will eliminate unwanted 
objects and clutter that will take 
from the dramatic effect of your 
image.  

Filling the frame from edge to edge 
leaves little doubt what your 
intended subject is and will give 
you a more professional looking 
image.



Fill the Frame



Different Viewpoints



Different Viewpoints

When composing a photo, try 
moving to different positions.  
Sometimes just moving a little to 
the left or right will give your 
picture a different look. 

Changing the viewpoint can have 
a dramatic effect on how we 
read an image. 
  
For example, taking a portrait at 
eye level will help the viewer 
connect emotionally with the 
subject.



Different Viewpoints

Photographing your subject from a 
lower angle can make your subject 
look more imposing. 

Photographing a subject from 
above can make the viewer feel 
the dominant figure. 

Taking photos from ground level 
gives us an entirely new 
perspective on viewing the world.  



Viewpoint - Ground Level



Viewpoint - Ground Level



Viewpoint - Ground Level

Elliot Erwitt



Viewpoint - Ground Level



Be Candid



Be Candid - Without the Person Knowing

Candid Photos (Natural Photos) 

Candid Photography are taken 
informally without the person knowing 
about them.  

When people have a camera in their 
face, they tend to put on a fake photo-
smile or they act differently.  

Some of the best photos are taken 
without the person knowing they are 
being photographed.



Be Candid - Without the Person Knowing
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Lead Room



Lead Room

Moving Subject 

You should always consider the 
path of moving subjects, and 
generally leave space in front of 
them into which they can move.  

Lead room is the space in front of 
your subject.  

By leaving room in front of the 
subject, the viewer will see that 
the subject has somewhere to go. 



Lead Room
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Rule of Space / Lead Room



Rule of Space / Lead Room



Sub - Framing
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Sub -Framing

Sub-framing is simply taking an 
object or subject in your image 
and framing it with other 
elements in the composition. 

1. Leading the eye towards your 
main focal point.


2. It gives the photo context - i.e., 
where the photo was taken from. 

3. It gives a sense of depth and 
layers to the image. 


4. Intriguing your viewer
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Sub-Framing



Sub - Framing
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Sub-Framing



Sub-Framing



Lines



Lines

Lines 

Lines whether natural or 
man-made have the ability 
to draw the gaze of the 
viewer to a particular point 
in a photograph. 

Natural or man-made lines 
can be used to direct the eye 
to you main subject.







Be Creative
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