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Getting to know your camera 

Flash: 

•  Most compact cameras have a built-in 
flash to help you take photos in low light 
conditions. SLR type cameras, depending 
on model may have a pop-up flash or have a 
hot-shoe where you can attach a flashgun. 

•  Flash settings can be operated by pressing 
the lightning symbol on your camera. 

•  Some cameras have more flash options than 
others, but the main flash modes are: 

•  Auto: Fires flash automatically when you 
press the shutter-release button 

•  Force Flash On: Fires the flash in any 
conditions 

•  Force Flash Off: Flash doesn’t fire in any 
conditions 

•  Auto Redeye: Fires flash before photo is 
taken to reduce the size of the pupil. A 
second flash is fired when the photo is taken 



Getting to know your camera 

Artificial Light: 

•  To help you illuminate your 
subject in low light conditions 
and when you want to brighten up 
dark shadow areas you can use 
your cameras flash. 

•  You camera will normally be set to 
“Auto Flash Mode” , but you can 
choose “Force Flash On” to fire the 
flash in any lighting conditions.  

•  Fill flash is also very useful to when 
taking photos on a bright day 
when your subject is silhouetted (in 
shadow). It also gets rid of dark 
shadows cast under the eyes, nose 
and chin. Fill flash lightens these 
areas while also making the eyes look 
alive. 

⏎



Getting to know your camera 

EV (Exposure Value) – Exposure 
Compensation: 

•  A photograph’s exposure determines 
how light or dark an image will appear 
when it’s been captured by your camera.  

•  The EV button allows you to quickly 
underexpose (darken) or overexpose 
(brighten) your image.  

•  Sometimes when you take a photo the 
exposure comes out too dark or too 
bright. By pressing the EV button you 
can adjust the exposure to compensate 
for this.  

•  Most cameras allow you to increase or 
decrease exposure by 2 stop. A + stop 
is double the amount of light than 
before. A – stop is half the amount of 
light than before. Normally your camera 
has adjustments for 1/3 stops, so the 
adjustment can be more subtle.   
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Exposure Compensation 

                   EV + 1   Cameras Metered Suggested                         EV - 1 
                                                       Exposure 
             



Getting to know your camera 

Play Button: 

•  Press the Play button to view your 
photos after you have taken them. 
While your viewing your photos you 
can use the zoom control on your 
camera to determine if the photo is 
sharp and worth keeping.  

Delete Button: 

•  The delete button symbolized by a 
trash can allows you to delete 
unwanted images in the playback 
mode.  

•  Most cameras offer you options to 
delete multiple or single photos. 



Getting to know your camera 

Display: 

•  The Display button on you camera when 
pressed will shows you all the camera 
settings for the photo you are going to 
take, or the photo you have just taken.  

•  This information can include: ISO, 
Aperture, Shutter Speed, Scene 
Mode, Flash Mode, Burst Mode, 
White Balance setting etc. 

•  Most models also have a grid display 
you can turn on to help with your 
composition.  

•  This grid is divides the frame into nine 
equal parts with four intersections. 
Placing your subject on one of these 
intersections will give your photos more 
balanced and will enable the viewer to 
interact more naturally with the 
image. 



Getting to know your camera 

Menu: 

•  Your camera will have a menu button 
to access settings on your camera. 
These settings are categorized  into 
Record, Setup and Motion Picture 
if your camera has it. 

Setup options include: 

•  Clock Set 
•  Beep 
•  LCD Mode – Adjustments to suit 

lighting conditions you are shooting in 
•  Sleep Mode – Camera will 

automatically turn off at a set time 
•  Language 
•  Date etc. 



Getting to know your camera 

Menu: 

Record options include: 

•  Picture Size allows you to select the 
size of photo you want to take. The size 
of image you choose will depend on 
the purpose of the photo.  

•  When you select a particular size of 
image your camera will display the 
resolution of the image in 
horizontal and vertical pixels and 
the overall size of the image in 
Megabytes. Your camera may also 
give a size description in A sizes. 

•  1 Megapixel = One million pixels – 
megapixels are calculated by 
multiplying the horizontal and 
vertical resolution measurements.  
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Resolution Megabytes A Sizes 

4606X3456 16 MB Up to A2 size prints 

3648X2736 10MB Up to A3 size prints 

2560X1920 5MB Up to A4 size prints 

2048X1536 3MB For prints up to 5”X7” 

640X480 .3MB E-mails attachments and 
Web photos  

4:3 Image Sizes 



Getting to know your camera 

Burst Mode: 

•  Burst mode or Continuous 
Shooting mode when selected allows 
you to take a number of rapid photos 
when the shutter-release button is 
pressed. 

•  Some models of cameras, especially 
the SLR type cameras will have more 
burst options available. These options 
might include: 

•  High Speed Continuous: Typically 
2-3 fps. 

•  Low Speed Continuous: Typically 
1-2 fps. 


